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immense addition of 72 millions to the national debt,
together with the oppressive weight of war taxation, led
presently to the loss of a territory infinitely wealthier in
soil, climate, and population than all the rest of our
overseas Empire put together*

Whether the military glory won by Frederick and the
acquisition of Silesia compensated the people of Prussia
for the dead and the maimed and the ruined is a question
which the official historians of the Hohenzollern
dynasty answer with a loyal affirmative* But before
acquiescing in their views let us read the conclusion of
Macaulay's Essay on Frederick :

" The war was over* Frederick was safe. His glory was beyond the
reach of envy. * * * He entered Berlin in triumph. ... Yet even in
the midst of that gay spectacle he could not but perceive everywhere
the tracas of destruction and decay. The city had been more than once
plundered* The population had considerably diminished* Berlin* how-
ever, had suffered little when compared with most parts of the Kingdom.
The ruin of private fortunes, the distress of all ranks, was such as might
appal the firmest mind. Almost every province had been the seat of war,
and of war conducted with merciless ferocity* Clouds of Croatians had
descended on Silesia. Tens of thousands of Cossacks had been let loose
on Pomerania and Brandenburg. The mere contributions levied by
the invaders amounted, it was said, to more than a hundred millions of
dollars ; and the value of what they extorted was probably much less
than the value of what they destroyed* The fields lay uncultivated.
The very seed-corn had been devoured in the madness of hunger.
Famine, and contagious maladies, the effect of famine, had swept away
the herds and flocks; and there was reason to fear that a great pestilence
among the human race was likely to follow in the train of that tremendous
war* Near fifteen thousand houses had been burned to the ground.
The population of the kingdom had in seven years decreased to the
frightful extent of ten per cent* A sixth of the males capable of bearing
arms had actually perished on the field of battle. In some districts no
labourers, except women, were seen in the fields at harvest-time* In
others, the traveller passed shuddering through a succession of silent
villages, in which not a single inhabitant remained. The currency had
been debased; the authority of law and magistrates had been suspended;